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Who are we?
• Ventura Regional Fire Safe Council, 501c3 non-profit

• Our mission is to make Ventura County, and its residents, more resilient to 

wildfire.
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What are we talking about this afternoon?
1. Risks posed by wildfire in Ventura

2. Lowering those Risks

3. Involving your Community
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• Ventura has a High risk of 

wildfire – higher than 87% 

of communities in the United 

States
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• Climate Change is making worse, even in 

Ventura County

• Fastest warming County in the lower 48

• Elongating “Critical Fuel Moisture” 

periods

• More Santa Ana Wind event overlap
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Populated areas in 
Ventura are 

predominantly 
exposed to wildfire 

from indirect sources, 
such as embers or 

home-to-home 
ignition.
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Photo: 2017 Thomas Fire, City of Ventura





Why do most homes burn down?
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Why do most homes burn down?
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• Embers estimated to be 
responsible for as many as 
90% of destroyed Homes, 
during wildfires.

• Post-Fire analysis of 
Woosley, Camp, Tubbs, and 
Marshall Fires conclude:

“Zone 0” is 
most critical for 

ignition 
resistance.



Taking a look at Lemon Wood, 

specifically :

• Primary “threat” is the Harmon 

Barranca to the E/NE

• Southern California Edison (SCE) 

‘clears’ easement of light-flashy fuels 

between the community and 

Eucalyptus Tree windbreak of 

Barranca (approx. 175 feet) 

• Lots of human-caused ignitions in 

both Harmon, Arundell and Brown 

Barrancas

SANTA ANA

 WINDS



How do we “harden” our home to Embers?
Zone Zero 

 Zero Combustibles!
• Patio Furniture (+ furniture 

cushions)

• Woody Plants/Vines/Trees

• Wooden Mulch

• Plastic sheds

• Firewood

• Leaf Litter
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Responsibility
• Fire Department

• Property 

Management 

Company

Responsibility
• Homeowner
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Where can I learn more?



Zone Zero - Specifically 

• Vents: 1/16’’ Mesh

• Landscaping with appropriate 

vegetation

• Removing Wooden Mulch

• Removing stored combustibles

• Moving firewood or BBQ 

Charcoals

• Removing Leaf Litter in Gutters

Save this 
document:



Let us teach you how!
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Register for a Home Hardening 
Assessment here:

• Free

• Private

• Specific to your home

• Digital report for reference

• Helps the community with Firewise Recognition!
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What are we talking about this afternoon?
1. Risks posed by wildfire in Simi Valley

2. Lowering those Risks

3. Involving your Community
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What is Firewise USA?

• Firewise USA is a National “Grassroots” Program 

administered by the National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA)

• Free and voluntary

• No regulation or enforcement involved

• More than 2,400 communities across the country
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What are the benefits?

• Get a framework for action 

• Learn about wildfire

• Community building

• Garner publicity 

• Access to funding 

opportunities

• Get AHEAD of changing laws

• Keep your insurers happy

• Make your home safer 

from wildfire.
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What does it mean to become a Firewise USA Community?
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Where can I learn more?



Your home is only as safe as your neighbors home.

You can help protect your entire community by protecting your 
home.

You can feel peace of mind knowing you’ve done everything 
you can.
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Questions

(A.K.A. – 
the Insurance Part)
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